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CELEBRATING OUR 5TH ANNIVERSARY!
After the September 11 terrorist attacks on the United States, the US-Afghanistan Reconstruction Council (US-ARC) was founded 
by the Afghan-American community to assist in the reconstruction of a civil society in Afghanistan. It began as an advocacy 
organization to highlight the plight of the people of Afghanistan who for years had been suffering at the hands of the same terrorists. 
For almost six years, the Taliban and Al-Qaeda managed to nearly shut down Afghanistan and the grievances of Afghans failed to 
reach the international community.  

Following the liberation of Afghanistan, members of US-ARC took an active approach in mobilizing the Afghan Diaspora to answer 
the call to action and partake in rebuilding Afghanistan. US-ARC also made it an objective to engage local voices to participate in its 
resultant development projects. Since 2001, US-ARC has been working diligently to realize a vision of rebuilding viable, self-
sustaining, healthy and educated societies in Afghanistan. Five years later, US-ARC has established a local partner organization, 
Global-ARO, and is working in five provinces: Kabul, Kunduz, Herat, Parwan and Wardak. US-ARC attributes its program success to 
the cooperation and endorsement it has received from the local beneficiary communities. 

U.S.-Afghanistan Reconstruction 
Council (US-ARC)
8201 Greensboro Drive, Suite 105
McLean, VA  22102

Phone: (703) 462-8250
Fax: (703) 462-8253

General E-mail: us-arc@us-arc.org

Governor�Freudenthal questioning US-ARC staff
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With two trainers and eleven students, 
the Herat Academy was launched in 
May 2004 as a textile and apparel 
design project. During that time, the 
women of Herat were struggling with  
major restrictions that were imposed 
by Herat’s provincial Governor.  These 
restrictions prevented institutions or 
NGOs from providing employment or 
vocational training to women. 
Because Global-ARO and US-ARC 
are primarily staffed by local Afghans, 
we were able to develop 
methodologies that gained approval 
from the Provincial Government. 
Recognizing the challenges women 
faced, Global-ARO provided the 
students with a small stipend and 
trained these women to tailor high-
quality, fashionable ready-made 
clothing for both the local and 
international markets. 

The Academy, now in its third year of 
operation, boasts nine teachers, three 
administrative staff, and 265 students 
enrolled in tailoring, English, Internet 
and Microsoft Office classes.  
Additionally, math and science tutorial 
classes are offered to local high 
school students free of charge. We 
are proud to announce that the 
American Jewish World Service 
(AJWS) funded Global-ARO with a 
grant to expand the Academy’s 
programs by establishing courses in 
business, desktop publishing and 
digital photography and increase 
enrollment by an additional 100 
students. 

For the past two years, US-ARC has collaborated with the Embassy of 
Afghanistan in Washington, D.C. to ensure that Afghan women entrepreneurs 
are represented at the Global Summit of Women. The Summit gave Afghan 
women the opportunity to meet other women business leaders from around the 
world and to attend events and discussions with representatives of nonprofit 
organizations and U.S. government officials. In 2004, Sara Rahmani , President 
of Sara Afghan Limited, Laila Arab , President of Neelab Limited, Malaly Jawad 
Hashimi , VP of Rabia Balkhi Limited, and Nilab Sadat,  Director of Women’s 
Garden and Women’s Market 
were brought to Washington, 
D.C. for meetings with private 
sector representatives. They 
then went to Mexico City to 
attend the Summit and display 
their products at the 
international event. In 2006, 
US-ARC and Boumi Co. with 
assistance from the World Bank 
Institute, again represented 
Afghanistan at the Global 
Summit in Cairo and displayed 
Afghan women’s creations at 
the Web Exp Market. 

Godah  students lining up for class

Please mail your contributions or donate online thr ough Network for Good.
www.us-arc.org/donations.asp

Afghan Embassy representative and women entrepreneurs at the 
Global Summit in Mexico City

�������!����"�������������
#���������
�$

���
����������
������������������
���������"�!����%

We at US-ARC believe that “No Child Left Behind” should be a universal concept. 
Therefore, in March 2004, the first girls’ primary school was established in 
Godah, Wardak, in cooperation with an NGO based in Kabul. US-ARC consulted 
local leaders in Wardak, and the tribal council expressed support for our 
endeavor by donating land for building a permanent facility. US-ARC identified 
local teachers, purchased five tents, 180 newly built desks, and 310 packets of 
school supplies.  In 2005, US-ARC, with assistance from staff of the Women’s 
Commission on Refugee Women and Children, provided additional and 
replacement supplies to the school. Prior to this, the young girls were taught 
outside, on the ground, without any school supplies.  The Godah school is 
currently providing primary education to over 200 girls. As US-ARC was 
preparing to build the facility for girls, the local community requested that we build 
a larger co-ed school to educate both  boys and girls. Efforts are underway to 
meet this local demand.
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 Agriculture  – Contributions will help expand the DIRA project 
to regions in need of farmer assistance programs. 

 Education  – Your donation can build a permanent elementary 
school in Wardak to educate boys and girls to become 
tomorrow’s peaceful leaders.

 Economic Development  - With your support, the Herat 
Academy will be able to provide onsite workshops for women 
to expand their micro-businesses.

US-ARC is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization incorporated in the State of Virginia. 


